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Organ failure in low cardiac output syndrome following open

heart surgery

Keiji Kumon MD, Kazuhiko Tanaka MD, Takahiko Hirata MD
Yasuaki Naito MD#*, Tsuyoshi Fujita MD#*

National cardiovascular center, ICU and Cardiovascular surgery*

During the periods from Aug. 1977 to Dec.
1984, 3003 patients received open heart sur-
gery at National Cardiovascular Center and
669 of them developed low cardiac output
syndrome (LOS) postoperatively. Various
types of organ failure were observed in
these patients with LOS such as respiratory
failure (RF: 49.9%), acute renal failure

(ARF : 29.9%), hepatic failure (HF: 18.4%),

disseminated intravascular coagulation (DIC:
16.4%), failure of central nervous system
(CNSF: 15.5%) and gastero-intestinal ble-
eding (GIB: 11.15). The mortality of LOS
patients associated with an organ failure
was very high, where 36.8% of patients with
RF, 54.5% with ARF, 52.8% with HF, 59.1%
with DIC, 62.5% with CNSF and 66.2% with
GIB were accounted.
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