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Critical and Persistent Intraoperative Hypotension in a Patient who Had Been
Administered Major Tranquillizers for Schizophrenia Preoperatively

Hidemichi Suyama, Chikako Matsumoto, Takao Yamanoue,
Keiko Mukaida, Hiroshi Sasaki and Osafumi Yuge

Department of Anesthesiology and Critical Care Medicine, Hirosima University School of Medicine,

Hirosima, Japan

We report critical and persistent intraoperative
hypotension in a patient who had been adminis-
tered major tranquillizers for schizophrenia
preoperatively. The patient was 68-year-old female,
and thymectomy under general anesthesia with
epidural block was scheduled. Preoperative electro-
cardiography and echocardiography revealed no
abnormalities. Ninety minutes after the beginning
of the surgery, sudden profound hypotension
(40/20mmHg) and bradycardia (40bpm) occurred.
Administration of ephedrine, dopamine, and dobu-

tamine did not restore hypotension, and only tran-

sient recovery of blood pressure was obtained by
phenylephrine. The pericardium was released, and
very poor contraction of the heart was observed.
Stable hemodynamics recovered gradually by a con-
tinuous administration of norepinephrine, and the
surgery was completed. Her post operative course
was uneventful. In this report, we observed very
poor cardiac contraction, and this may contribute
mainly to the sudden perioperative circulatory col-
lapse in the patient who had been administerd ma-

jor tranquillizers before surgery.

Key Words . Major tranquillizers, Circulatory collapse, Schizophrenia
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