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The Effects of Amrinone on Platelet Number and Postoperative
Bleeding in Patients Undergoing CABG

Yoshihito Irie*, Takao Imazeki*, Takashi Yamada*, Shiroyuki Nagasawa*,
Yasushi Katayama*, Nobuaki Kaki*, Yasuhiro Sato*, Ikkoku Hata*

* Department of Cardiovascular and Thoracic Surgery,

Dokkyo University Koshigaya Hospital

Saitama, Japan

The thrombocytopenia and postoperative bleeding
resulting from administration of amrinone, a new
inotropic and vasodilator agent, was evaluated. Pa-
tients were randomized to receive no amrinone (n =
10), or amrinone (n = 12) at a loading dose of 1mg/kg
in the CPB circuit followed by 10 , g/kg/min.
Preoperative pletelet count and hematocrit levels were
similar in two groups, and the standard surgical
procedures were performed. The duration of adminis-
tration of amrinone was 26 =5 hr and total amount of

amrinone was 14.2 +3 mg/kg. The platelet count was
significantly reduced in amrinone group only at the
end of surgery (9.35+1.72 versus 11.71+2.10X 10*/
1 1; mean £ SD, P<0.05). But there were no signifi-
cant differences in chest tube drainage or hematocrit
levels postoperatively between the groups. In conclu-
sion, thrombocytopenia due to amrinone was slightly
and did not attribute to the amount of postoperative
bleeding.
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